ZUK ASKO DAKIZU!

(You know a lot!)

Let’s read these ideas that will help you understand the learning process of a language.

* Even if you think that you do not know any Basque, you already know a lot that it is going to be really helpful in order to learn this language. You do speak English and that is a great tool for you. 

1. There are words similar in Basque and in English. We call them COGNATES. They will help you understand. 

For example: POLIZIA. You know what this means without your instructor or your dictionary.

2.  You are an adult who is able to learn using many different ways. You can learn new ideas, vocabulary, verbs… from listening, reading, looking at pictures or your classmates miming.

For example: If you see this picture, you know what the word ETXEA means without any help.
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3. You have a broad general knowledge from being a person of the world. You have lots of cultural references like the music of a wedding. You know how to find information in an unknown reading like who the writer of an article is, what the title is and maybe more. 
You probably know already some words greetings like Agur! and some Basque culture like what a “baserri” “ txorizoa” is or what Bilbao is.

5. You will get used to your instructors way to talk and miming and many words and gestures will be repeated often.

6. You can learn from your classmates’ explanations and help. 

7. In the classroom: Take notes of the new information. Volunteer for the activities, listen and pay attention, be on time, be organized with your papers, help your classmates, ask if your answers are different, they may be right, use your dictionary and SPEAK BASQUE TO YOUR CLASSMATES!!!!

8. Outside the classroom: You should always do the homework to make sure that you understand and you are able to complete the activities by yourself without your classmates help. Prepare flash-cards to review at home. Look at the material for the following class and make sure that you understand. Listen to Basque music and read in Basque from internet or Basque books and magazines.

9. You are always welcome to ask when you do not understand. Write your questions at home while you are doing your homework and ask your questions at the beginning of the class session.
10. The most important one. Use your Basque anywhere and as much as you can even if you can not finish a whole conversation and do not worry for making mistakes. That is the only way to learn, PRACTICE!!!
