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DATE:

December 12, 2006
TO:

Grace Mainvil, NABO Treasurer

FROM:
John Ysursa, NABO Facilitator
RE:

$7,532 payment for Kantuketan project
There is no formal Basque government in the Iparralde (northern Basque country)Instead, there are various cultural organizations including the Euskal Kultur Erakundea.  Years ago they put together a very successful exhibit on Basque song.  While the original is to large to transport here, they have offered to assist with a down-sized version that would be constructed here to rotate among our various communities.  When not touring at a NABO event, the display units would be housed at the Boise Basque Museum on permanent display (rather than collecting dust in someone's storage).
	The original, actual exhibition (pictured here) prepared by EKE was quite extensive and took a whole large room. 
This was not feasible for most of our Basque events, most of which are held outdoors.  What we are preparing is essentially six listening stations that will be housed in three "H" frame units.  Each one only takes 2 feet by 2 feet of floor space and rises six feet high.  
When displayed outdoors, it will be sheltered by two portable tents.  
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The exhibition is a combination of various features.  Six listening stations are projected to be constructed, and the visitor puts on a pair of headphones to listen to his selection choices.  On the touch-screen monitor, one moves around to select an artist.  A brief description of the singer/group then comes up, as well as an option to hear a sample of their music.  
The debut of Kantuketan in the United States is slated for the 25th Anniversary of the San Francisco Basque Cultural Center, February 15-18 2007.  This would not be possible without the support of Josu Legarreta's office of the Basque Autonomous Government of Euskadi and Pantxoa Etxegoin of the Euskal Kultur Erakundea.  Jakes Larre, also of EKI, has been a pleasure to work with providing NABO with the exhibit essentials.  Futhermore, NABO is at work with Dave Green and Izar Iribarren-Gorriondo of www.iplaninc.com to finalize the design plans not only for the Kantuketan exhibition, but the NABO display booth that will also feature NABO and Basque material.  The point is that we have to go to where the people are, and this exhibit is being constructed with that in mind.  
